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(4) Urgency: Documentation that jus-
tifies funding the proposed project dur-
ing the current grant cycle or, when 
appropriate, that the condition of ex-
isting equipment justifies its prompt 
replacement. 

(5)(i) Technical qualifications (con-
struction applicants only). Documenta-
tion that the eligible equipment re-
quested is necessary to achieve the ob-
jectives of the project; that the pro-
posed costs reflect the most efficient 
use of Federal funds in achieving 
project objectives; that the equipment 
requested meets current industry per-
formance standards (and FCC stand-
ards, if appropriate) and that an eval-
uation of alternative technologies has 
been completed that justifies the selec-
tion of the requested technology 
(where alternative technologies are 
possible). 

(ii) Planning Qualifications (planning 
applicants only). Documentation of the 
feasibility of the proposed planning 
process and timetable for achieving the 
expected results; that costs proposed 
reflect the most efficient use of Fed-
eral funds; that the applicant has suffi-
cient qualified staff or consultants to 
complete the planning project with 
professional results; and that an eval-
uation of alternative technologies will 
be incorporated into the plan, if appro-
priate. 

(6) Special Consideration: For this 
evaluation criterion, applicants should 
demonstrate that its broadcast or non- 
broadcast application will achieve sig-
nificant diversity in the ownership of, 
operation of, and participation in pub-
lic telecommunications facilities. Ap-
plicants may demonstrate how their 
project will better serve the character-
istics, values and attitudes of diverse 
listeners by promoting the develop-
ment of more effective programming 
strategies, conducting station outreach 
projects, through audience develop-
ment efforts, and through the partici-
pation of minorities and women on the 
Board of Directors, and in other policy 
making positions. 

(c) The Agency will provide each ap-
plicant with guidance in the applica-
tion materials on the type of docu-
mentation necessary to meet each of 
the above evaluation criteria. 

§ 2301.18 Selection process. 

(a) The PTFP Director will consider 
the summary evaluations prepared by 
program staff, rank the applications, 
and present recommendations to the 
OTIA Associate Administrator for re-
view and approval. The Director’s rec-
ommendations and the OTIA Associate 
Administrator’s review and approval 
will take into account the following se-
lection factors: 

(1) The program staff evaluations, in-
cluding the outside reviewers. 

(2) The type of projects and broadcast 
priorities set forth at § 2301.4. 

(3) Whether the application is for 
broadcast or a nonbroadcast project. 

(4) Whether the applicant has any 
current NTIA grants. 

(5) The geographic distribution of the 
proposed grant awards. 

(6) The availability of funds. 
(b) Upon approval by the OTIA Asso-

ciate Administrator, the Director’s rec-
ommendations will then be presented 
to the Selecting Official, the NTIA Ad-
ministrator. 

(c) The Administrator makes final 
award selections taking into consider-
ation the Director’s recommendations 
and the degree to which the slate of ap-
plications, taken as a whole, satisfies 
the program’s stated purposes set forth 
at § 2301.1 (a) and (c). 

(d) No grant will be awarded until 
confirmation has been received from 
the FCC that any necessary authoriza-
tion will be issued. 

(e) After final award selections have 
been made, the Agency will notify the 
applicant of one of the following ac-
tions: 

(1) Selection of the application for 
funding, in whole or in part; 

(2) Deferral of the application for 
subsequent consideration; 

(3) Rejection of the application with 
an explanation and the reason, if an ap-
plicant is not eligible or if the proposed 
project does not fall within at least one 
of the categories enumerated at § 2301.4; 
or 

(4) Return of applications that were 
deferred by the Agency after consider-
ation during three grant cycles. 

(f) The Agency will notify the fol-
lowing organizations of those applica-
tions selected for funding: 
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(1) The state educational tele-
communications agency(ies), if any, in 
any state any part of which lies within 
the service area of the applicant’s fa-
cility; 

(2) The FCC; and 
(3) The Corporation for Public Broad-

casting and, as appropriate, other pub-
lic telecommunications entities. 

Subpart D—Post-Award 
Requirements 

§ 2301.19 General conditions attached 
to the Federal award. 

(a) During the project award period 
and the remainder of the Federal inter-
est period, the grantee must: 

(1) Continue to be an eligible organi-
zation as described in § 2301.3; 

(2) Obtain and continue to hold any 
necessary FCC authorization(s); 

(3) Use the Federal funds for which 
the grant was made for the equipment 
and other expenditure items specified 
in the application for inclusion in the 
project, except that the grantee may 
substitute other items where necessary 
or desirable to carry out the purpose of 
the project if approved in advance by the 
Department in writing. These changes 
include but are not limited to the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Costs (including planning costs); 
(ii) Essential specifications of the 

equipment; 
(iii) The engineering configuration of 

the project; 
(iv) Extensions of the approved grant 

award period; and 
(v) Transfers of a grant award to a 

successor in interest, pursuant to 
§ 2301.19(c); 

(4) Use the facilities and any monies 
generated through the use of the facili-
ties primarily for the provision of pub-
lic telecommunications services and 
ensure that the use of the facilities for 
other than public telecommunications 
purposes does not interfere with the 
provision of the public telecommuni-
cations services for which the grant 
was made; 

(5) Not make its facilities available 
to any person for the broadcast or 
other transmission intended to be re-
ceived directly by the public, of any 
advertisement, unless such broadcast 
or transmission is expressly and spe-

cifically permitted by law or author-
ized by the FCC; and 

(6) State when advertising for bids 
for the purchase of equipment that the 
Federal government has an interest in 
facilities purchased with Federal funds 
under this program that begins with 
the purchase of the facilities and con-
tinues for ten (10) years after the com-
pletion of the project. 

(b) During the period in which the 
grantee possesses or uses the Federally 
funded facilities, the grantee may not 
use or allow the use of the Federally 
funded equipment for purposes the es-
sential thrust of which are sectarian 
for the useful life of the equipment 
even when this extends beyond the ten- 
year Federal interest period. (See 
NTIA’s policy on sectarian activities at 
60 FR 66491, Dec. 22, 1995.) 

(c) If necessary to further the pur-
pose of the Act, the Agency may reas-
sign a grant to a successor in interest 
or subsidiary corporation of a grantee 
in cases where a similar operational 
entity remains in control of the grant 
and the original objectives of the grant 
remain in effect. Each party must pro-
vide, in writing, its assent to the sub-
stitution. Any substituted party must 
meet the eligibility requirements. 

§ 2301.20 Schedules and reports. 

(a) Within thirty (30) calendar days of 
the award date the grantee shall sub-
mit to the Agency, in duplicate, a con-
struction schedule or a revised plan-
ning timetable that will include the in-
formation requested in the grant terms 
and conditions in the award package. 

(b) During the project period of this 
grant, the grantee shall submit per-
formance reports, in duplicate, on a 
calendar year quarterly basis for the 
period ending March 31, June 30, Sep-
tember 30, and December 31, or any 
portions thereof. The Quarterly Per-
formance Reports should contain the 
following information: 

(1) A comparison of actual accom-
plishments during the reporting period 
with the goals and dates established in 
the Construction or Planning Schedule 
for that reporting period; 

(2) A description of any problems 
that have arisen or reasons why estab-
lished goals have not been met; 
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